
activity at the ACT office, which received eleven calls from public housing residents and 
eleven calls from voucher tenants during the first two weeks of June.  The A&O Committee 
will meet on July l8 at 6:30 p.m. in the Terrace Room. 
 
Finance JM reported in-kind donations in June included PA sound equipment, a computer, 
a wall clock and postage stamps.  Mass Union reimbursed ACT for expenses, mostly 
incurred by office activities.  GC mentioned that he plans to donate a new phone.  The 
current balance of the ACT bank account is $1,700.  
 
Technical Assistance Committee (TAC)  CAPZ reported on her work at Craigie/Chapman 
Arms.  The affordability guarantee for 25 low-income apartments there runs out in five 
years and the building is about to be sold by the estate of the owner-developer, who passed 
away in 2006.  Under the 40T “Expiring-Use” law the State has right of first refusal.  The 
State has designated HRI (Homeowners Rehab) as its agent in the effort to purchase the 
property.  They are lobbying to assign Cambridge CPA (Community Preservation Act) 
monies to the purchase.  Harvard will play a key role because it owns the land under the 
building; there are 29 years remaining on the ground lease.  The Chapman tenants spoke at 
the June 20 City Council meeting and received the unanimous backing of the councilors.  
TAC will schedule a meeting in July.  (TAC met on July 19 to review CHA’s revised 
reasonable accommodation forms.) 
 
Other announcements  JW reported that the Cambridge Affordable Housing Trust Board 
would meet on Wednesday (not Thursday) in July.  The June meeting didn’t have a quorum 
and was disbanded.  He also reported on the elevator issue at the Manning Apartments.  
Members of the elevator construction union have been picketing CHA work sites for several 
months.  The union has pointed out that only one of the four-person non-union crew hired 
by CHA is licensed to practice in Massachusetts, and since they are working around the 
clock that person cannot be supervising at all times. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 5:30	



ACT Board Meeting 
June 25, 2011 

 
MINUTES 

 
present:  
ACT Board: (17) 
ACT Board absent, excused: (3) 
Non-ACT Board: none 
 
The Chair called the meeting to order at 3:10 p.m. 
 
Announcements  As in previous years, there will be no ACT Board meeting in July.  The 
summer meeting is scheduled for August 27 (to be confirmed).  Recent staff changes at CHA 
were noted.  Greg Russ stated at a recent CHA Board of Commissioners meeting that he will 
contact the ACT Co-Chairs regarding the informal relationship between the CHA and ACT.  
The National Low Income Housing Coalition’s Out of Reach data for 2011 is now available.  
The housing wage for Cambridge is $25.94/hr.   
 
Minutes of May meeting  DS MOTION to accept the Minutes for May as written. ST 
second.  MOTION CARRIES 11-1-0 
 
New Board members  We voted to appoint two new representatives to the ACT Board and 
approved the transfer of a current representative to a new district.  Ms. T J was nominated 
to fill a vacancy for public housing district 8 (Willow Street Homes – Roosevelt Towers – 
Scattered Condos).  She had represented district 9 (Jefferson Park – Jackson Street – 
Scattered Condos) for two years and now returns to her residence at Willow Street.  Mr. LF 
of Jefferson Park was nominated to replace Ms. J for District 9.  The Board voted 
unanimously to accept both.  Mr. I L of Fresh Pond Apartments was nominated to fill a 
vacant seat for a voucher representative.  The Board accepted the nomination with one l 
abstention.  
 
Welcome back to Willow Street T, and welcome on Board L and I! 
 
Cambridge Human Rights Commission (HRC) workshop  ACT members attended a 
workshop offered by the HRC on June 14.  We learned that the HRC enforces two local 
ordinances, the Cambridge Human Rights Ordinance and the Cambridge Fair Housing 
Ordinance.  Complaints must be filed within l80 days from the last act of discrimination, 
and the act of discrimination has to have occurred in Cambridge.  The majority of the 
complaints the HRC hears are housing related (dealing with source of income/Section 8, 
family status, disability, etc.).  The HRC has 3 paid staff and 11 volunteer commissioners 
who are selected by the City Manager and serve 3-year terms.  The HRC meets on the first 
Thursday of the month at 6:00 p.m. at 5l Inman Street.  Their next meeting will be held on 
July 7.  The HRC works closely with the Cambridge Commission for Persons with 
Disabilities.  Reasonable accommodation policy is an important issue for both commissions.  
ACT and CASLS recently prodded the CHA to inform residents who are returning to 
Jackson Gardens about new accessible apartments, how to request a reasonable 
accommodation, get a copy of the policy, and contact ACT for help. 
 
Assistance and Outreach Committee (A&O)  BC reported on the discussion at the A & O 
meeting following the ACT Board’s approval of bylaw changes.  A regular work 
commitment is now required for A&O membership.  We helped to monitor a tenant council 
election at Corcoran Park.  An election is planned in July at Jefferson Park.  KW reported on 


