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BOSTON - Under a bill that emerged Wednesday from a legislative committee, the state 
Department of Housing and Community Development would be directed to set up standards for 
"chronically poor performing" local housing authorities and given the power to take over local 
authorities if they don't meet the goals. 
 
DHCD would also be directed to create guidelines for executive director contracts with the 
power to review and approve compensation terms, and to conduct annual anonymous resident 
surveys, provide mandatory training for housing authority board members, and set up a 
centralized application and waitlist for public housing, according to the Joint Housing 
Committee bill. Local housing authorities would have to set up a website outlining board 
member contact information and participate in an annual audit by an independent auditor that 
would be posted online. 
 
The bill also calls for three regional capital planning and project management staffs and systems, 
with each one serving 70 local housing authorities. 
 
The bill advanced out of the committee co-chaired by Sen. James Eldridge, D-Acton, and Rep. 
Kevin Honan, D-Boston, with a unanimous vote. The bill differs significantly from Gov. Deval 
Patrick's bill (H 44), which was filed in response to a Chelsea Housing Authority scandal that 
had its executive director, Michael McLaughlin, illegally underreporting an excessive salary. 
 
Patrick's bill set up six regional housing entities. 
 
"We did not think that was local enough," Honan said on Wednesday. Eldridge said the Housing 
Committee bill allows for housing authorities to regionalize if they choose to do so. 
 
Thomas Connelly, the executive director of the Massachusetts chapter of the National 
Association of Housing and Redevelopment Officials (MassNAHRO), called the bill "bold and 
innovative." 
 
"It's going to make us even better, more efficient and more accountable," he said. Gov. Patrick 
said Wednesday he did not want to comment on the bill until he read it. 


